PEEEAGE.

THE Indian Church has passed through a fiery trial.,
When cast into the crucible, and the fierce flames and
glowing heat had gathered round it, no little anxiety
must have been felt by its fathers and fostering friends
as to whether it would be entirely consumed and perish,
or, dissolved though not destroyed, would issue a purer
and brighter thing, more precious and more useful,
because tried and not found wanting. We can easily
conceive the feelings of the man who has purchased
much of tjie precious ores, estimating their value, as
then only he could, by their appearance, or perhaps
their specific gravity, proceeding to the refiner to wit-
ness the result 6f the trial by fire: how wretched his
feelings should his ijqaagi^ied gold prove only dross, or
even if there be a *mite* of the valuable metal inter-
mingled that coated and partly penetrated the mass,
yet utterly insufficient to meet the original outlay.
Such, to some extent, must have been the anxiety of